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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: UR 

SUBJECT: PULIC REACTION TO SOVIET TRIALS 

REF.: STATE 178559 

1 . REGIME-CONTROLLED CZECHOSLOVAK PRESS HAS PRINTED 
TASS AND CTK (BASICALLY TASS REHASHES) REPORTS FROM 
MOSCOW ON TRIALS, BUT NO EDITORIAL COMMENT HAS YET 
APPEARED. GOC IS UNLIKELY TO ISSUE ANY COMMENT. 

2. IN PRIVATE CONVERSATION BETWEEN SENATOR MCGOVERN 
AND PARTY SECRETARY VASIL BILAK, TRIALS WERE DISCUSSED, 
BUT BILAK IN EFFECT REPEATED LINE OF TASS REPORTS AND 
DEFENDED PROPRIETY OF TRIALS. 

3. DECONTROL AFTER FOUR YEARS FROM ORIGINATING DATE. 
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